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Installation view of works by Amoako Boafo, in Mariane Ibrahim's booth, at Art Basel in Miami Beach, 2019.
Courtesy of the artist and Mariane Ibrahim.
Advertisement

If every edition of Art Basel in Miami Beach was titled like a Friends
episode, the 2019 edition was indisputably “!e One with the Banana.”
Maurizio Cattelan taped the fruit to Perrotin’s booth, creating a truly
bonkers frenzy. !e work, titled Comedian (2019), landed a front-page New
York Post story and spurred so many selQes that the gallery eventually had to
put up stanchions to control the queue of people who wanted a picture with
the banana. Perrotin started a meme account on Instagram. !ree editions,
priced between $120,000 and $150,000 sold. On Saturday, performance
artist David Datuna tore the banana oﬀ the wall and ate it. Perrotin replaced
the banana, then announced on Sunday morning that it was removing the
artwork from its booth because it was disrupting the fair environment.
Gallerist Emmanuel Perrotin himself then ate the banana. And in the empty
space, a man vandalized the booth with lipstick, writing “Epstien [sic] didn’t
kill himself.” Police arrested him on charges of criminal mischief.
But enough about the banana. Here’s a list of the other artists everyone was
talking about during Art Basel in Miami Beach.

Theaster Gates
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In the Meridians section, a new Qlm by !easter Gates made its East Coast
debut. Titled Dance of Malaga (2019), the piece premiered in Gates’s solo
presentation at Paris’s Palais de Tokyo this past February and tells a distinctly
American story. It focuses on the titular island, oﬀ the coast of Maine, where
a small, interracial community thrived throughout the 1800s. In 1912, the
state evicted all the inhabitants, hoping to turn Malaga into a tourist
destination. !e scheme failed, and the island remains uninhabited today.
Gates interprets the story with found footage; a soundtrack by his own
musical collective, !e Black Monks; and shots of dancer Kyle Abraham
performing on the empty island.
“It’s mind-blowingly beautiful and important, and it was so wonderful to see
it again,” said Patton Hindle, senior director of arts at Kickstarter, who Qrst
saw the work at Palais de Tokyo. Hindle was one of many fans—by the end
of the Meridians preview on Tuesday evening, two of the three editions were
already on reserve.

David Hammons
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Untitled (Silver Tapestry), 2008
Hauser & Wirth

!e famously reclusive David Hammons has made himself surprisingly
visible in 2019. In May, Hauser & Wirth opened a sprawling exhibition of
his work at its Los Angeles gallery. More recently, the Whitney Museum
launched a trailer for the artist’s forthcoming, permanent public artwork,
Day’s End (2020), which will open next fall. Hammons himself appears in
the video, which discusses his attempt to rethink New York history and the
country’s approach to monuments as he creates a skeleton pier oﬀ
Manhattan’s west side. Hammons also granted New Yorker writer Calvin
Tomkins a rare interview for a proQle which runs in print this week.
While Hammons’s work has appeared intermittently at art fairs, that context
is still jarring. !is year, both Mnuchin Gallery and Hauser & Wirth
presented pieces by Hammons. Writer and curator Antwaun Sargent noted
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-artists-talked-art-basel-miami-beach-12-09-19
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that African American Flag (1990; sold for $1.5 million) and Untitled (Silver
Tapestry) (2008; sold for $2.4 million) stopped him “dead in [his] tracks.”
!ey were shocking to see, Sargent said, given Hammons’s “longstanding
distaste of the market, museums, press, and the art-world audience. Perhaps,
in his eighth decade, he has decided to do things diﬀerently? We may never
know.”

Amoako Boafo

Amoako Boafo
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-artists-talked-art-basel-miami-beach-12-09-19

Page 5 of 19

The Artists Everyone Talked about during Art Basel in Miami Beach 2019 - Artsy

12/17/19, 12(16 PM

Amoako Boafo
View Slideshow

2 Images

A stroll through collectors Don and Mera Rubell’s brand-new museum in
Miami’s Allapattah neighborhood gives visitors the opportunity to see
contemporary art’s greatest hits. From a Jeﬀ Koons pool toy to Charles Ray’s
infamous sculpture of himself pleasuring himself; from two immersive
Yayoi Kusama works to a Cindy Sherman Qlm still, the masterworks on view
solidify the Rubells’s position as two of the country’s greatest tastemakers.
In November, the couple announced that their 2019 artist-in-residence
would be Ghana-born painter and portraitist Amoako Boafo. He follows an
esteemed lineage of Rubell residents, including Sterling Ruby, Oscar Murillo
, and Jonathan Lyndon Chase. It’s no surprise that collectors went crazy for
his work at Art Basel in Miami Beach. For her debut presentation at the fair,
Chicago gallerist Mariane Ibrahim exhibited six of Boafo’s canvases. All sold,
for prices ranging from $30,000 to $45,000. “We have an immense waiting
list,” said gallery representative Emma McKee.

Lita Albuquerque
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Before Art Basel in Miami Beach’s VIP preview was over on Wednesday,
Kohn Gallery had already sold four gold-leaf-on-resin, pigment-on-panel
works by Los Angeles–based artist Lita Albuquerque, for Qgures between
$35,000 and $75,000. !ey all resemble shining celestial bodies, radiating
against dark backgrounds.
!e gallery, in fact, knocked it out of the park as it sold a sexy, colorful
Sophia Narrett embroidery to a prominent Northeast museum and placed
works by Heidi Hahn, Chiﬀon !omas, Octavio Abúndez, and
Caroline Kent with institutional collections as well.

Woody De Othello
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Woody De Othello’s eight-foot-tall, eight-foot-wide bronze-and-enamel
sculpture of a distorted fan thrilled Meridians visitors. Presented by Jessica
Silverman Gallery and Karma, the work sold in three editions in dark blue,
orange, and yellow, to private U.S. collections, for $175,000 each. De
Othello is best known for his colorfully glazed ceramics, which often
resemble tweaked domestic objects—a melting remote control or a strangely
proportioned telephone, for example. Jessica Silverman Gallery did its best
Art Basel in Miami Beach business ever, selling 48 works total within the
Qrst three days.

Ed Clark
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Art advisor Lisa Schiﬀ named Ed Clark, who passed away in October, as the
most prominent artist at Art Basel in Miami Beach. Hauser & Wirth (which
represents the artist’s estate), Kayne Griﬃn Corcoran, Mnuchin Gallery, and
Richard Gray Gallery all exhibited his lush, brushy abstractions. Schiﬀ
purchased a 2004 canvas on behalf of a private client. She said the art world
is “rewriting art history, rewriting the canon” as it recognizes more artists of
color; interest in Clark, she believes, is no passing fad. Schiﬀ also noted the
prevalence of paintings by Sam Gilliam, another African American
Abstract Expressionist who’s gotten his due within the past decade. Michael
Rosenfeld Gallery, David Kordansky Gallery, and Pace Gallery all exhibited
his work. Schiﬀ purchased a 1970 Gilliam canvas on behalf of a California
collector.

Alina Cohen is a Sta! Writer at Artsy.
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Back in February, Elephant launched a new series celebrating the profound
impact a single work of art can have on a person: Jis Artwork Changed My
Life. Jen, in September, Artsy launched its own series, Je Artwork Jat
Changed My Life, exploring deeply personal responses to individual works of art.
While this overlap could have led to frustration between the publications,
Elephant and Artsy have come together to present a new creative collaboration.

!e Absurdly Brilliant
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Both sites will share the personal stories of life-changing encounters with art. A
new piece will be published every two weeks on both Elephant and Artsy, jointly
commissioned as part of the series. Together, both Elephant and Artsy celebrate
the transformative power of art.
So make sure you’re following both @ElephantMag and @Artsy on social media,
to keep up with each and every installment in this exciting series.
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Out today on Elephant is a piece on the Guerilla Girls’s “Do Women Have To Be
Naked To Get Into the Met. Museum?” by Elise Bell.

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, The Lute Player , ca. 1596–97. Image via Wikimedia Commons.

!e boy with the lute watched me as a child, his cheeks sushed and eyelids
heavy under his dark brow. He hung in my grandmother’s Long Island
home—a Tudor-style house of cream stucco, dark wooden beams, and stone
—in the spare room where I played with my cousins. In that room I sat
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—in the spare room where I played with my cousins. In that room I sat
cross-legged beneath the boy’s gold frame, Qlling the pages of coloring books
and dressing my American Girl doll in her powder-blue ski outQt. !en, at
17 years old and newly enthralled with Baroque paintings, I realized I knew
the boy.
I’ve known my grandmother Violet as “ABCC” since the day she patiently
taught me the alphabet. A slight woman with a blunt-cut bob, she raised Qve
dark-haired children in a house Qlled with antique furniture and ceramic
Qgures, a piano at the nexus. I attended the same Manhattan high school for
music and art that she did, over Qve decades later, and it was there that I
discovered an electric love for art history. As a teenager who was content
with brooding in all black, the moody chiaroscuro scenes of
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became my favorites. His hot-headed
personality and exile from Rome for murder made him a fascinating
character in my AP art history textbook.
Read More
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Portia Munson, The Garden, 2019. Courtesy of the artist, P.P.O.W., and Art Basel.

Standard booths on art fair selling soors aren’t amenable to large-scale
artworks. Try mounting a 50-foot-long tent or a multi-channel video, and
you’ll Qnd there’s little space for anything else. To accommodate galleries’
desires to show such ambitious art, the 2019 edition of Art Basel in Miami
Beach debuted a new sector, “Meridians.” !e Grand Ballroom in the newly
renovated Miami Beach Convention Center oﬀered an ideal hosting space,
just an escalator ride up from the main show.
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Meridians’s Qrst iteration, which featured 34 projects organized by Museo
Tamayo director Magalí Arriola, served as an experiment for the Miami
Beach fair and its participating galleries. However, the idea is not new:
Sections for large-scale works have been integral to Art Basel’s fairs in Basel
and Hong Kong, called “Unlimited” and “Encounters,” respectively, for
several years. At Meridians, artworks ranged from Tom Friedman’s giant
tableau of a cocktail party to Isaac Julien’s nine-screen Qlm, Lina Bo Bardi—
A Marvellous Entanglement (2019). Woody De Othello’s canary yellow, 8by-8-foot bronze fan towered over viewers, while a complex Candice Lin
sculpture oﬀered a steadily dripping tincture of tobacco, sugar, tea, poppy,
and piss. By looking at the works that sold at Meridians, we can get a
picture of the market for large-scale artworks—as well as evidence of Art
Basel’s competitive edge in the vast art fair landscape.

Installation view of Isaac Julien, Lina Bo Bardi: A Marvelous Entanglement, 2019. Courtesy of Art Basel.

To show in Meridians, galleries already accepted into Art Basel in Miami
Beach submitted proposals to the fair’s selection committee—a group of
prominent dealers including Friedrich Petzel, Chantal Crousel, Mary
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prominent dealers including Friedrich Petzel, Chantal Crousel, Mary
Sabbatino, José Kuri, Tim Blum, and David Fleiss. Arriola noted that the
team whittled down the presentation from around 70 submitted proposals;
winning entries were high-quality works that met the regulations—entries
must be single, large-scale works.
Both institutions and private collectors proved keen to buy massive art. By
the evening of the Meridians preview, Valerie Carberry, partner at Chicago’s
Richard Gray Gallery, noted that two out of three editions of their work—
!easter Gates’s Qlm, Dance of Malaga (2019)—were already on reserve. !e
Read More
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Portrait of Julia Stoschek by Peter Rigaud.

Exterior of JSC Düsseldorf. Photo by Simon Vogel,
Cologne.

It wasn’t long ago that new media and tech art were thought of as
indulgences for nerds and gamers, but the art world has come around. !e
central exhibition at this year’s Venice Biennale contained art spanning
virtual reality, installation, and interactive works, as well as a plethora of
Qlm. Marina Abramović, Anish Kapoor, and Olafur Eliasson have all created
works in virtual reality, a medium now safely ingrained in the mainstream.
Next year, Abramović will become the Qrst artist to test the auction market
for “mixed reality” art.
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In recent years, digital has made gains; Ian Cheng has shown his artiQcial
intelligence work BOB (2018–19) at the Serpentine Galleries and the Venice
Biennale, and VR works are increasingly commonplace at Frieze and Art
Basel. Although many still don’t understand how this art is made or how to
buy and sell it, there is now no ignoring it—and the early adopters are
reaping the beneQts.

Installation view of “GENERATION LOSS,” at JSC Düsseldorf. Photo Simon Vogel, Cologne.

!e pathbreaking German collector Julia Stoschek formalized the collection
that bears her name in 2002 and opened it to the public in 2007. !e Julia
Stoschek Collection (JSC) specializes in time-based media works from the
1960s onward. Today, it boasts over 850 works by about 255 artists. With a
permanent location in Düsseldorf and a rented space in Berlin that opened
in 2016, the collection is evolving. Stoschek herself is going through a
transition from glamorous Qgurehead to an industry heavyweight. She is
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blazing a trail on behalf of the fast-paced media to which she has dedicated
her professional life.
Stoschek made the Forbes Billionaires List in 2018 and is an heiress to the
Brose auto parts company fortune. Although she did not grow up around
art collecting, her father, Michael Stoschek, once aspired to be a
photographer and collects race cars.

Installation view of Lutz Bacher, James Dean , 1986/2014. Courtesy of the Estate of Lutz Bacher and Galerie
Buchholz.

“I was always fascinated by artists and art,” Stoschek said of her early days as
a collector. “Ever since my Qrst encounter with media-based art and
meetings with collectors, it has been my goal to build a world-class timeRead More
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